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SUBJ: FORCE REDUCTIONS IN THAILAND 

REF: A. STATE 031539 B. STATE 035845 
C. BANGKOK 2795 D. STATE 042056 

1. WE PLAN TO INITIATE CONSULTATIONS ON FORCE REDUCTIONS 
SHORTLY AND WILL PROCEED ALONG LINES OUTLINED REF B. AS 
POINTED OUT REF C, WE EXPECT THE THAI TO PUSH FOR REDUCTIONS 
BEYOND THE 21,300 LEVEL PROJECTED FOR JUNE 30, 1975. 

2. WE DO NOT FEEL THE RTG WILL BE PERSUADED BY ARGUMENT 
ADVANCED REF D, PARAGRAPH 3, WHICH PLACCES EMPHASIS ON 
REDUCTIONS FROM ALMOST 28,000 MANPOWER SPACES TO 21,300. 

THEY RECEIVE MONTHLY FIGURES ON NUMBER OF US PERSONNEL IN 
COUNTRY AND GOVERNMENT AND MANY OTHER THAI KNOW VERY WELL HOW 
MANY PEOPLE WE HAVE HERE, AS OPPOSED TO AUTHORIZED SPACES. 

LATEST FIGURES PASSED TO RTG SHOW THAT AS OF 20 FEBRUARY WE HAD 
23,961 PERSONNEL IN COUNTRY. 

3. MOREOVER, THROUGH ATTRITION, I.E., NOT REPLACING 
CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS WHEN THEIR TOURS ARE UP, THE ACTUAL 
NUMBER OF PERSONNEL IN COUNTRY WILL CONTINUE TO GO DOWN 
WITHOUT FORMAL WITHDRAWALS AND THEREBY DEPRIVE US OF 
MUCH OF OUR BARGAINING POWER. THUS, WE ARE LIKELY TO 

BE EVEN CLOSER TO THE ACTUAL FIGURE OF 21,300 PEOPLE IN 
COUNTRY WHEN WE BEGIN DISCUSSIONS ON WITHDRAWALS. UNDER 
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SATISFIED WITH A REDUCTION TO 21,300 BY JUNE 30. WE 
WILL START WITH THIS FIGURE IN OUR DISCUSSIIONS, BUT ANTI- 
CIPATE THE THAI WILL PRESS FOR A LOWER FIGURE, AS AN 
EARNEST OF THEIR INTENTION JUST ANNOUNCED (SEPTEL) TO REMOVE 
ALL U.S. FORCES WITHIN 18 MONTHS. 

KINTNER 
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